
establishment to occupy 
himself with. He personally 
denounced a press release 
Issued by Fifth Estate, a 
group of radical, young 
pamphleteers who have beeh 
heckling the intelligence 
system for three years from a 
scruffy suite of offices ad- 
joining Dupont Curie. 

Fifth fistate had iamd its 
itat ament in rejjftaaa to whrt 
it charged wem distributed 
attacks in newSjpapm by the 
CIA's press spokesman, 
-Angus ’ifXl'hu^rgir ,^*nd 
claim* 


itte&iii 


tA/H Ks (LiH AJLi/i/t/ JLPfjlrtsist/tZ 


the r*(Mf shots fired fa 
suburban Athens Tuesday At 
U.v\ inteliigence officer 
Richard S. Welch may figure 
importantly in the battle of 
public opmkuu.iai which the 

s»sis say 

Cl A*Di rector wpiarirtt. 
Colby made it dear J**t week 
lhat Welch's death' 
employed 
in pi 
of the 
over 

cohduct 1 
security 

It is 

and others at tl 
Langley headquarters feel 
now being domtoaffed pw 
opposition in congressional 
hearings and in the press. 
tCelby, a prattatfentl 
manipulator of political 
process In faraway counties 
id his past CIA roles, now 
faces the final and supreme 
contest of public opinion in his 
career. This time the bat- 
tleground is at home in 
Washington. 

Colby took time out Wed- 
nesday to perform a choro 
that no one would expect.- Hie 
head of the U.& intelligence 


statement, 
denied 
ahtosaid, “If 
blame for Mr. Welch 
it i* the CIA that 
Uvrefceq 

/Vriri Ang 


power by nattffehl security 
bureaucrat* in tfo US. and 
abroad. Itg political line, 
reflecting toe View of one of its 
“ " CIA covert 

t Officer Philip 

* ^ 5 cia has 


The ftlgniftca 
might otherwise 
routine Washlngt 
relations skirmish is 

Estate, whore mei 
elude Vietnam veti 
fix **er gever 
M&geocc officers 
first 1=0- wing insti 1 
vfMt : Vietnam w 
devote Itself fi 
mockraWnf the 
comrmliiity: 

, It publishes 
•fathered froi^. 
prAk and other 
U S. intelligence 
a quarterly 'magazine,' 
r'Ccxinterspy,” which seems 
constantly at the brink of 
financial collapse. 

* Among the information 
published in recent issues was 
{hat Welch was CIA station 
hlef in Peru He subsequently 
d been moved to Athens, 
bich was . unknown to the 
CLfdMofa.nf Counterspy. 

* • Fifth Estate de&cribea itself 
35 an “adversary 
ion" lhat seeks to 


of 

tion* and per- 
too far. From 
standpoint it is 
e palatable to 
s« against an 
wing group on 
cie than a 
1 select com- 
itolHill 

ounced Fifth 
t he called its 
paranoiac 
^ of h» 
> is due to 
former U.S. 
Bust, 
gress for 
Hild permit 
or to punish 
iling criminal 
passing out 
strengthen the 
nt’s injunctive 
;eep the press from 
such secrets, 
dje time, the House 
committees on 
will propose new 
lives intended 
um» of 
today s 
f l what is im- 

flicts that have 
between executive 
legislative branches are 
anjK guide; the new 
congressional round on CIA 
legislation will precipitate 
further notes of confrontation 
between the administration 
and congressional Democrats 
as background music to the 
1976 presidential campaign. 

A ma jor point of contention 
will certainly be the issue of 
how far congressional com- 
mittees. news media or 
noli lira j advocacy^ groups 


should be permitted to go in 
revealing the supposed 
secrets of the CIA and other 
national security agencies. 

The answers depend to some 
extent on the political and 
institutional interests of the 
beholder. Nonetheless, there 
are boundaries to the 
argument and gome factual 
that art likely 
ured in the 
«nd wot km of . u* 

..AUnopoicof (hediupme is 
? Agee position, which calls 
for. exposure,, of American 
ageftt* abroad in order to 
“DMtrahz^n. aa be puli it. 

‘ MPPOft to 
tepreasio^*-; ,in eouagfcnes 

FfefWfc. H iWn^siggifjkranlly 
control t political. Moo^aes 
through. pavarl. funding, 
electoral' to anipiilatfoh or 
espionage. .. . . 

The trend toward exposure 
reacpqd almost armchair 
hobby proportions with the 
pdblicition in fhe Washington 
Monthly magazine in Nov.. 
1974. of “How tb Spot a Spbok" 
by formed 8Ute Department 
irrtqfligeiif** officer John 
MMfofco 

Interest In the agency and 
its wopks has grown to such a * 
pqtotcthat hanflso.iji^ leetbre 
M lan W commanded by 
defenders arid cm ics of the 
agency who now ride the 
Chautauqua circuits either 
solo or in contrapuntal 
debating groups. 

'.i • . • / * 

Pneaident Ford and 
Secretary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger have, with Colby, 
staked out another parameter 
of the argument by calling for 
minima) disclosure of 
operations or identities. 
President Ford, for example, 
asked the Senate intelligence 
committee to keep secret its 
report on assassinations while 


•*!.- - ‘k 

Colby urged the Senate panel 
not to publish any names oi 
CIA officials involved in the 
assassination schemes in 
order that they and their 
families not become targets ol 
reprisal. 

The committee ignored both 
requests, though it deleted 
roost CIA names oh its. own 
initiative. Despite Colby s 
treaties, it cud publish 1 2 
Cl A names in the 
assassination Ireppf t . . 

Security leaks have been a 
major obsession of 
Presidents, especially Lyndor 
fl. Johnson and Richard M 

®3MiatGX& 

been any 

breaches in. lheL..prqss rot 
malefttl thkrhas nbf Leer 
Available to foreign govern 
roents through other channels 
' Furthermore, a good deal ol 
the obsession with secrecy 
(the secret bombing oi 
Cambodia Is ond notabli 
example! sdems to have beer 
more concerned wit! 
preventing disclosure o 
executive actions ftfet woul< 
net steed the test of domes tn 
public opinion rather that 
* preyentijUg ^eaks of vita 
siratogic reformation t* 
hosple. loreigd powftrs. 

Ten years ago thi 
professional identity am 
duties of any but the top thre* 
or four officers of the CIA wa 
unknow n outside of im media t < 
kin and close social peers 
Today it seems tha 
everything but the agency 
classified telephone director 
has been thrown into th 
public domain Vet there ha 
been no finding or claim tha 
the agency's emergence tror 
the closet has substantial! 
weakened its intelligence 
gathering capability 


